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Traktor's Finger-Symbols Revealed!


One of the problems in notating guitar music is that there's a lot to put down. On the musical side there's pitch, duration, and sequence. Standard notation does this pretty well, for example, Mary Had a Little Lamb ...
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M-ty had a W - fe lamb, W - fo famb, U4 - He lamb.




 So this tells us, musically, about what is supposed to be played. However, notice that there's no information here about how you play the damn thing!
    I mean, do you have a finger over here or over there? On this fret or that fret? On this string or that string?


A Solution?
For centuries, Chord-Charts s have shown what string and fret, but notice they still don't show what finger ...
[image: image2.png]Fret 1z





     Sometimes different geometric symbols are used to indicate the finger or the root of the chord. One such system is shown Emmett Chapman's Free Hands method book. It shows which finger by means of: a circle, diamond, upright triangle, or a box.
    So why not use the same symbols as Emmett? That would be sensible, and there would be a standard system, right? Ha! Wrong. Emmett has told me that his business would be irreparably damaged if people did that. And Lord knows we don't want that to happen, so we'll use something else, where there will be no copyright issue.


Introducing Traktor's Finger Symbols(tm)
    They're a little more orderly than other systems, to my mind. Note that the number of 'ends' in the symbol is the number of the finger: The Circle has ONE point. The Bar has TWO ends. The Down-Triangle has THREE points. The X has FOUR ends. (Since fingers one to four are usually used for fretwork, what shall we call the Thumb, just in case you use it? In Traktor's Finger Symbols, you can either use a 'T' for Thumb, or a Star as if Mr. Thumb were finger number FIVE).
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    Now we have a chart that appears no more complex, but we have more information. There is no sequence information, so the main use of the Chord-Chart will be to show the fretboard shape of a scale or chord.


Circle = 1

Bar = 2

Triangle = 3

X = 4

(hollow = tonic)
    To produce these shapes neatly, I created a true-type font called TrakBats (like Dingbats or Wingdings) of appropriate symbols, in this case Traktor's Finger-Symbols. You can see that they're useful for making Chord-Charts more clear, but what if you want to show sequence? To show sequence, return to Standard Notation, but add the TrakBats as if they were lyrics to identify fingering ...
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    Now we're getting closer to an organized system. The next step is to add 'Guitar Tab'. The lines going across the page represent the strings on your instrument. (In this case, tuned like the six melody strings of a Mobius Megatar Touch-Style Bass or a Warr Guitar.) The numbers appearing upon the strings indicate the fret to use. Now in this combination diagram (Standard + TrakBats + Tab) we have note names, timing and sequence, fingering, string and fret information ...
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    With these two notational systems, you've got it all covered:

    Use Chord Symbols with TrakBats to represent SHAPES occurring on your fretboard, such as scales, arpeggios, pentatonics, and chords. 

    Use Standard Notation with TrakBats and Tab to represent SEQUENCES of music.

    And the TrakBats tie the two systems together. Of course, these systems are mainly used for learning. Once you can play your instrument easily, the best way to play a song is to memorize it, or read in Standard Notation, interpreting it as you go according to your developed musical skill.

    And now perhaps you'd like to be able to create neat and pretty Chord-Charts with TrakBats(tm), or Standard Notation with TrakBats(tm)? If so, you're in luck!


Installing the Trakbats System
     If you’re reading this it means you’ve downloaded ‘trakb___.TTF’ from the Mobius Megatar website's secret directory at http://www.megatar.com/trakbats/. This file will become ‘trakbats.ttf’ (a true-type font) when installed.’ Here’s what you got:

1. The 'trakbats.ttf' true-type font for Windows. This specialty font places the finger symbols on your keyboard beneath your fingers on each hand so that pressing finger one produces the finger symbol for finger one (the Circle). So by typing the same finger pattern as you play, you will get the correct finger symbols! By shifting, you will get the same symbol hollow, which is handy to indicate the root of your chord or scale. Two symbols to use for the Thumb are included, and there are a few other symbols which permit Chord-Chart variations such as putting a small 'x' to show a modal scale shape, and then replacing some X's with a dot to show a shape within the scale, such as an arpeggio or pentatonic. If you have a notation program such as Encore or Finale, you can just enter the finger symbols as lyrics to automatically place finger symbols properly centered below each note. (This is how "Mary Had a Little Lamb" got its finger symbols.) 

2. The 'trakbats.doc' file, a Word document with graphs and sample Chord-Chart tables. This shows you how to quickly and easily create perfectly centered Chord-Charts, simply by using two frames each containing a table. One table's cells are used to contain the finger symbols. The other table is empty, but with its borders turned on to create the lines for strings and frets. Lay one frame (the notes) over the other frame (strings & frets) -- presto! Perfect Chord-Chart. (This is how these sample Chord-Charts were done.) 

SPECIAL NOTE regarding Microsoft Word. You can do these charts in Word, but Word does have a nasty habit of continually attempting to re-position things, and you will have to fight it quite a bit. If you're doing more than one or two of these things, you're better off to use something like Microsoft Publishers, which allows you to create two tables and place one above the other wherever you wish without trying to move it here and there.

A Keyboard of the TrakBats Font

     (NOTE: You must install the TrakBats font before you can see symbols displayed here. Follow the directions for Windows or Windows 95. For Windows 95, use the Explorer to select C:\Windows\Fonts directory, then click File>Install, then select the TrakBats font wherever you’ve stashed it and it will be installed.)
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     For the main finger symbols, if you shift the symbol, it will print hollow instead of solid. 

     The lower row of symbols on the left side provides geometric symbols which can be used to notate in Emmett Chapman’s Free Hands system – but be damned sure you’re properly ‘authorized’ or he'll be quite unhappy due to his claim of copyright and ownership of his particular geometric symbols.

     You can see this system in use (and get further ideas on how to use it), in our free newsletters and our free method books. Go to http://www.megatar.com and you'll find a section on applying for a free newsletter subscription. You'll also find a 'Library' section which leads to our Document Archive, and there you can view past issues, and you can download your free copy of our method book and other materials about two-handed tapping. Naturally this method is of use for any stringed and fretted instrument, with any number of strings.

     As regards OUR copyright, we do copyright this font, but grant permission for you to use it. Credit would be nice if you publish. Please see the details in footer below..

How to create perfect Chord-Charts
     At the end of this document, you will find a Chord-Chart constructed from two tables. One table contains the finger symbols you select. The other table is empty, but its border is turned on to provide the grid which represents strings and frets. In order to place finger symbols on each border (‘string’), the table for symbols must contain one more row than the table for strings.

     So that the height between symbols is the same as the height between strings, you must turn off Word’s auto-format and set the cell height and width expressly, as has been done here.

     In order to be able to place one table above another, you must load each one into a frame. So step one actually is to create a frame and step two is to insert a table into the frame. Even then they try to leap up to the top of the page if they’re near the top (or any heading at the top).

     After you’ve created the frames, and inserted the tables into the frames, format the cell height and width.

     If you make the frames the same dimensions, you may be unable to select the frame on the back, and it may be difficult to see which table you’re selecting in order to input finger symbols. To address this issue, make the table containing the strings (grid) taller. Make the table containing the symbols wider.

     In order to mark the reference fret as shown here (fret 12), an additional row is inserted at the bottom of the strings table, and then to make the borders (string & frets) disappear for this row, first select the row and turn off borders, and then select the row above it and turn the borders back on. This leaves you with an invisible row at the bottom of the strings table, and you can simply type ‘fret xx’ beneath whichever column you wish.

     In order to more strongly identify the reference fret, it’s easy to select the row and set its background.

     Once you have done this, you will notice that sometimes your finger symbols table will be the lower of the two tables, and the symbols coinciding with the screened background will be hidden. Usually selecting the finger symbols table, moving it down and then back up will place it over the grid table, thus making the overlapping finger symbols visible again.

How to capture the Chord-Chart as a graphic element
     For purposes of printing Chord-Charts within a Word document, the above instructions will do the job.

     But what if you wish to transform your Chord-Chart into a GIF or JPEG or Postscript file, for manipulation in a graphics program, or for insertion into a web site?

     Here are a couple of methods –

1.  Display the screen containing your graphic, then use a screen-capture utility such as Corel’s Capture program. Then import the image into your graphics program for trimming.

2.  Purchase a copy of Xerographics SuperPrint. This program does provide useful enhancements to your printing: it increases its speed, gives you a better queue for multiple jobs, and turns your ordinary printer into a postscript printer. However, you’re interested in something else. There are ‘printer drivers’ included which don’t driver the printer. They look like a printer to any Windows program, so you can print to them. However, they capture the page, translate it to the graphic format of your choice, and store it as a file. So you can, for example, select the ‘GIF printer’, and when Word prints the page containing your Chord-Chart that page is transformed to a GIF and stored as a GIF file. Now you can import that GIF file into any graphics program for trimming or other manipulation.

3.  However, as regards chord charts using two tables (method given below), remember that Word tends to fight you when placing one table over another, and so if you use something like Microsoft Publisher, you'll have a much easier time, and the issue of capturing the info disappears, because when you print out from Publisher, there it is.

Using TrakBats with Standard Notation
     If you have a program such as Finale, or Encore, you will be able to create Standard Notation. (The examples in this document were created with Passport Design’s Encore.) These programs have the ability to generate guitar tab, and also allow you to define the number and tuning of the strings.

     The following directions apply to Encore:

     Select Score>Create Staff, and choose radio button of type ‘Tab.” In the dialogue box, select 6 strings and define the melody strings (for Grand Stick, Warr Guitar, or Santucci TrebleBass) as: C#1, F#1, B1, E2, A2, D3. This will create a blank tab staff.

     Next highlight the notes in the treble clef (by drawing a box around them, or by clicking to the left of the treble clef staff), then select Notes>Make Tab. Select (for the example Chord-Chart above), a lowest fret of 10. This will generate tab notations on the tab staff. However, the program may choose to grab some notes at other string/fret locations than you would have chosen. If so, you must ‘nudge’ the tab onto the string you desire, and the fret number should translate correctly.

     A SPECIAL NOTE FOR TWO-HANDED TAPPERS ABOUT NOTE-DEFINITIONS GIVEN ON EMMETT CHAPMAN'S STICKWIRE WEBSITE: 

     On the Stickwire Website, various tunings are given for Stick® instruments, and as far as I can tell, they use a non-standard notation which will not work if you input it into Encore. On Stickwire, the notation of notes is that the lowest A on a piano is called A1, then notes go up as B1, C1, D1, E1, F1, and G1. Then you express the second octave of notes as A2, B2, C2 and so on. 

     However, as far as I can determine, historically the various note-octaves were defined not by A, but by C. Meaning that you’d start at C1 and then go up D1, E1, F1, G1, A1, and B1. You see that the notes would be the same except for A and B. If you input the note values from Stickwire into Encore, you will generate tab scales that don’t work as you expect. For example, as you play up a scale from C, the notes will ascend till G, and then A and B will drop an octave, and then you’ll hit high C. Which is probably not the way you wish to notate your melody.

     Moral of this story: Define the melody strings as I’ve given above (C#1, F#1, B1, E2, A2, D3) and do not define them as given on Stickwire (which was C#1, F#1, B2, E2, A3, D3). The idea of starting at A is logical and sensible, but it doesn’t seem to be the way it’s actually done!

Adios, Muchachos!

A sample chord chart prepared in Word is included next page. (However, remember that it's easier to do these chord charts in a program like Microsoft Publisher, as it doesn't try to re-position tables placed one above the other.)

     Live long and prosper with TrakBats! Hope you find them useful!

     Sample Chord-Chart Tables – You will just see letters i, j, k, and l until you install the TrakBats font.


(leave grid turned on while working on table; turn grid off before you print) 
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